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AFGC: Representing the industry 
For 25 years the Australian Food and Grocery Council have represented a large and varied cross section of 
Australia's food and grocery manufacturers. 



Food and Grocery: State of Industry 2018-19



Food and Beverage exports to China 
Food and non-alcoholic beverage exports to China 

Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics
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Food and Beverage Labelling Guide 
for Exports to China 



Who we are and what we do...

Background

 Operating since 2012

 Specialise in fresh food 
exports

 Specialise in fresh food 
exports (e.g. dairy, seafood)

Key Achievements

 Appointed Executive Council 
Member of CFNA

 First importer integrated 
with GACC online system

 Largest exporter of fresh 
milk to China

 Premier’s NSW Export 
Award winner

 100% import compliance 
record

 One of three importers 
selected for GACC fresh milk 
import pilot

 Author of AFGC China 
Export Industry Guide
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How the Guide was developed...

1 5

3

42

Guide 
Development

Steps

Draft Guide 
Business expertise
Industry feedback

Peer review 
(AFGC, DAWE, CFNA)

Problem identified

High number of food label 
non compliances 

Problem analysis 
Incomplete knowledge of 

regulations
Difficulty accessing source

documents

Cultural & language barriers

Collaboration
CFNA 

AFGC

Research
China Food Safety Law

China National Food Safety
Standards (GB Standards)

Australian Govt. Publications
(e.g.  MiCOR)
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The Guide highlights the importance of the China Food Safety Law (2015)

Chapter 1: General Principles

China Food 
Safety Law 

(2015)

Chapter 2: Food Safety Risk Mgmt.

Chapter 10: Supplementary Provisions

Chapter 9: Legal Liabilities

Chapter 8: Regulatory Work

Chapter 7: Handling of Food Safety Incidents

Chapter 6: Food Import & Export Chapter 5: Food Inspection

Chapter 3: Food Safety Standards

Chapter 4: Food Production & Trading

 Strictest Food Safety Law ever enacted 
 Applicable to both domestic and imported foods
 Should be first point of reference for all exporters
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The relevant GB (GuoBiao) Standards are discussed...

 GB7718-2011 General Rules for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods 
 GB28050-2011 General Principles for Nutrition Label of Prepackaged Foods 
 GB13432-2013 Prepackaged Special Dietary Food Labels 

 Legibility
 Understanding
 Accuracy
 Completeness

 Cross Border eCommerce pathway (CBEC)
 Specific food categories
 Small product packs
 Optional label declarations

GB Standards

Basic Principles

Exceptions

4



Mandatory and Optional label declarations are explained...

Label Declaration ExceptionOptionalMandatory

Name of food

List of ingredients & Nutritional Information Panel

Net weight and configuration

Importer and/or distributor name, address and contact details

Date of manufacture and date of minimum durability (use by)

Conditions for storage

Food production license number (where required)

Irradiated foods

Genetically modified foods

Nutrient components and weight (for diet foods and supplements 
for infants & babies)

Batch identification

Instructions for use

Allergies

List of ingredients can be excluded if unit 
largest surface area is less than 10cm2

Use By date can be excluded for foods 
where this cannot be determined

Can be excluded if unit largest surface
area is less than 10cm2

Can be excluded if unit largest surface
area is less than 10cm2

Can be excluded if unit largest surface
area is less than 10cm2

Can be excluded if unit largest surface
area is less than 10cm2
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The two China compliant label options are illustrated...

Example of China compliant product label
(applied during production)

Example of China compliant overlay label
(applied after production & prior to import clearance)
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The steps to securing label compliance are mapped...

START Verify HS Code Choose food 
category option

Identify GB Food 
Standard(s)

Ingredients 
compliance?

Reference GB 
Stds to design 

Compliant Label

Commence 
exports

END 

Reclassify or 
reformulate?

YES

YES

NO

NO
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The China food import regulatory bodies are outlined...

SAMR regulates the safety of 
food (domestic & imported) within 

China

GACC regulates the safety 
of food imports & exports

CFNA represents the interests and 
rights of Chinese importers & exporters
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Enforcement of food import non compliance is covered...

Normal supervision means shipment 
inspection and/or testing at the 
predetermined food category %

Repeat label non compliances can 
result in GACC flagging the importer 

shipments for more frequent inspection 
and/or testing

Frequent or serious label non 
compliances can result in GACC 

suspending importer shipments for a 
period of time
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Key ‘watch outs’ are highlighted...

Additional label information 
may be required for some 

food categories 

Regulations are periodically 
updated: The use of overlay 

labels is under review

Evidence may be requested 
by GACC to support product 

label claims

Repeated label import non 
compliances may jeopardize 

future market access
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Examples of unsubstantiated or non accredited label claims...
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Example: Importers and distributors can be fined for label inconsistencies...
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We welcome any questions?

Thank you

Peloris Global Sourcing Pty Ltd
www.peloris.com.au
Ph: +61 2 8226 8528| Fax: +61 2 8226 8899
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Peter.verry@peloris.com.au Alex.wang@peloris.com.au Andrew.Sutherland@peloris.com.au

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.peloris.com.au%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cpeter.verry%40peloris.com.au%7C0891deda2e3f46ba51ab08d8cee996fa%7C131a61f8113643a088aa3075f18721f0%7C0%7C0%7C637486849938449030%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=NGyGkeNR0P4CS7LaxCC1dUTzClizJ2YrSpS609hLWlI%3D&reserved=0
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